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Abstract

This research article’s objective was to study Schopenhauer’s view of pessimism
in Dazai Osamu’s “No Longer Human” and to indicate the similarities and differences in
their definitions of suffering. The article was researched by qualitative method analysis
and documentary research synthesis through the Japanese novel, the philosophical texts by

Schopenhauer, and other related sources.

The result of the research concluded that, from Schopenhauer’s point of view,
humans cannot escape from suffering as it is one of the most important essences of being
human. To live without suffering is not to be human at all. Suffering is a universal property
that humans all share. Any kind of suffering is all the same. No one truly suffers more

than another.

However, Youzou did not share this point of view. To him, having only suffering
devoid of happiness means that person is “No Longer Human.” One example was Youzou
himself. The suffering of no other could be greater than his. Therefore, Youzou’s suffering
is subjective. According to Schopenahuer’s definition, Youzou’s understanding of suffering

is too narrow, hence his inability to truly understand and thus overcome suffering.

Keywords: Suffering, Human, Pessimism
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