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Abstract

The research aimed 1) to study hermeneutics in postmodern philosophy for
balancing development of sustainable life, 2) to study the sufficiency economy philosophy in
agricultural new theory in developing the balance of sustainable life, and 3) to apply
hermeneutics to interpret the sufficiency economy philosophy for the development of balance
in sustainable life from the viewpoint of postmodern philosophy. This was a qualitative
research: studying the documents through the analytic, appreciative and applicative

approaches of dialectic and discursive methods.
The research findings were as follows:

1. The knowledge in this era should be viewed through the postmodern philosophy
that had a concept of creating new body of knowledge by the application of hermeneutics
to critically and logically interpret and accept useful diversified sciences, leading to a
generous cooperation atmosphere. Because problem solving cannot be done through only
one concept, there must be integration and connectivity of several approaches to develop

sustainable quality of life.

2. The sufficiency economy philosophy in agricultural new theory of His Majesty
King Bhumibol Adulyadej, King Rama 9 was introduced. The integrated sustainable
agriculture involved planting crops and raising various poultry and farm animals, as well

as land and water management. As the goal was to help farmers have food security,
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it adopted the holistic approach, enhancing the continuous crop harvesting and maintenance
of ecological balance that helped lifting economic status for farmers and consumers;
by consuming their own crops, giving the surplus to the community and selling them to

consumers, the farmers had self reliant life in their cooperative society

3. The concept of the postmodern philosophy in accepting useful diversified
sciences through the application of hermeneutics was in line with Buddha’s teaching of
the middle path of the Noble Eightfold (the three folds training of morality, concentration
and wisdom), a way to success that helped develop good thinking, good behavior, investigating
and understanding all things through self judgment, and having responsibility, honesty,
patience, perseverance towards other human beings. It was a way of life in helping one
another which related to the concept of sufficiency economy philosophy in agricultural new
theory which was based on the middle path, keeping to the moderation, reasonableness,
creating self immunity through the knowledge and moral condition to help develop the

quality of life for the really sustainable, happy and peaceful co-existence of human beings.

Keywords: Hermeneutics, Sufficiency Economy Philosophy, Agricultural New Theory,

Postmodern Philosophy
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