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Abstract

 Increasing number of people say they are spiritual but not religious or they are no 

longer associated with any religion. There is a greater acceptance of ethnic, cultural, religious 

and sexual diversity among the younger generations. There is a greater acceptance of diverse 

family structure. There are declining levels of family faith practice in the home. Other changes 

in our world include the fact that children, aged 3-16, experience at least seven and a half

hours of media each day. People are increasingly using the web and digital technologies for 

school, work, information and social connections. Our world is changing, and in order to prepare 

our children for this new world we need to change the way we educate them. In the 21
st
 century, 

educators must create a curriculum that will help children connect with the world and

understand the issues that our world faces. Schools in  the 21
st
 century will become nerve 

centers- the places where teachers and children connect with those around them in their 

community. The Saint John’s Sunday school has been established to help children in the 

construction camps and communities around Saint John’s University, no matter how many children 

may involve in it and help them grow. Volunteer teachers have focused on mixing the 

Conceptual Skills for Today (the 21
st
 century skills- creativity, critical thinking, communication 

and collaboration) into classroom. In order to educate children in the 21
st
 century, volunteer 

teachers need to encourage and maintain students’ interest in the activities by showing how 

this knowledge applies in the real world. They must also try to increase their students’ interest 

which will help them become lifelong learners.

Keywords : 21
st
 Century Education, Sunday School, Education System
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1. Introduction 

 1.1 Background and significance of the problem.

 Nowadays, education system will change in line with changes in economic,

cultural and political. Not being vigilant can cause us marginalized and fell. Democratization of

power established by corporate culture will replace the traditional hierarchical practices.

Shortly, universal principles and values will determine the success of an institution,

organization or country. By formality, education system in the new era should change

function wave on the right track to contribute to the development of the country.

 A Sunday school is an educational institution, usually Christian, which a well – 

known religious educator in western countries. Coe (1933) stated that “no place in the 

Churches and stood at the doors of the churches knocking.” He revealed that the challenge of

the churches’ position on religious education, its “walked-in” religious education.

He mentioned on :

“The biggest problem of the separation of church from society was 

bringing the youth to Christ. While the churches were pursuing the 

priestly function in the churches, the schools and the society were 

giving the students and the young people ultimate value to promote a 

secularistic life apart from Christian understanding and vocation. 

Therefore, the young were presently being formed more by the secular 

culture than by the church and its “walled-in” religious education” 

(Coe, 1928) 

 Education is a major contributor to the development of our social and economic 

capital. In Thailand, education have inspired the creativity and fosters the innovation and 

provides our youth with the necessary skills, to enable them to compete in 

the modern labor market. Most educational leaders are facing countless amounts of 

political, social, and economic pressures in dealing with the everyday realities in 

education. In Thailand itself, we are the educational leader facing with many challenges in 

order to help and to bring the education system to be most important and as serious aspect
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to be looked in. Educational leaders in the 21
st
 century must align their individual leadership 

style to reflect the needs and expectations of the organization. Education is the public 

interest. The role of the education system is very important in the development of country. 

Extraordinary quality of education means courage to develop the next generation in new 

era for next two years. Then Thai education system needs strategic efforts that can

increase the capacity and practicality to the level of the high and excellent quality 

in order to tackle the challenges of the 21st century. The education system will change

in line with economic, cultural and political changes which provide a better life and 

good Thai communities across the whole country. Aspects of change are very great and 

fast. Carelessness and negligence can cause us isolated and rejected. Corporate culture that is 

based on the democratization and decentralization of power would replace the practice

of traditional and conventional hierarchy. Competition exceeds the global environment

and is too intense. Principles and values will determine the success of an educational 

organization. Thus the educational system and schools system must be operated in line 

with the world’s changes in this new era to contribute to the development of the nation.

 In order to acclimatize to this era, people need to prepare themselves from all 

perspectives, including knowledge-based high technology to foster nationalistic

superiority in their soul. If people are not prepared well to adapt to these changes, the

country would not be able to compete with other developed countries. In the 21
st
 century 

requests based on the demands of the provision of quality human resources to be generated 

by our educational system, are the characteristics of the generation to be born to inherit the

new era such as wide information including science and technology, strength of mind 

which is to be more creative, proactive, and with noble values and moral. 

 Therefore, we conduct this study to identify what are the major changes for the 

better life and a good community in 21st Century education: a study of the Sunday school 

at the Saint John’s University, Thailand which may enhance the quality of educational 

system.

 1.2 Research Objectives

 The purpose of this study is to understand the change for the better life and a 
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good community in 21
st
 Century Education for the Sunday school at the Saint John’s 

University, Thailand.

 1) To identify the changes in 21
st
 Century Education focused on the Sunday

school at the Saint John’s University, Thailand. 

 2) To identify ways to overcome the changes in 21
st
 Century Education focused 

on the Sunday school at the Saint John’s University, Thailand. 

2. Method

 2.1 Research Design

 This study is carried out as descriptive research. According to Kajornsin (2000), 

the descriptive research is described as the current state of some phenomenon. Moreover, 

descriptive research is conducted to understand events that are occurring in the present 

and how they might relate to others. In addition, it is also related to the purpose of having 

descriptive research whereby to describe the current state of affairs at the time of the 

study, (Kajornsin, 2000). By using this design, the researchers are going to explore the 

changes in 21st Century Education focused on the Sunday school at the Saint John’s 

University, Thailand.

 2.2 Population

 The population in this study was being the total 39 number of students and

volunteer teachers at the Saint John’s Sunday school. The researchers get the 

information from the key informants by interviews and observation.
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 2.3 Conceptual Framework 

3. Literature Review

 3.1 Sunday School

 In the 18
th
 century in England, the industrial revolution was initiated, which

required mass human labor in urban areas. Consequently, local people in the countryside 

areas left their farming and migrated to the industrial areas where many factories had 

been hiring in the large cities, hoping better quality of life. There were many open jobs 

due to the ever growing demand for the factorial products. The population was growing 

exponentially in the center of industrial growth with consequent social strain. In particular 

the cruel reality of urban life crushed the dream of a kind of life families. Working 

conditions were severe. Parents had to work hard for long hours between twelve and 

fifteen hours a day. Children seemed to be everywhere without any form of parental 

supervision. Pay was very poor. The housing conditions were overcrowded, unclean,

and divided into inadequate quarters. Despite such poor living conditions, the cost of

rent was very high (Hayes, 1930). As the result in the urban poor, hence people needed 

every pair of hands in the households often had to turn to employment (McQuaid, 1964). 

Many parents of the poorer class needed their children to earn money in the difficult

21
st 
Century Education

	Creativity

	Critical thinking

	Communication

	Collaboration

The Changes for the Better Life and a Good 

Community in 21
st 
Century Education : A Study of 

The Sunday School at the Saint John’s University, 

Thailand.

	Asian Mixed Cultures

	Asian Languages

	Asian Social Life Style / Community Life Style

	Volunteer mind

	Spiritual mind

Figure 1. Conceptual framework on the change for the better life and a good community in 21
st
 century 

 education : The students who study in the Sunday school at the Saint John’s University, 

 Thailand can develop their skills. 



113

◆ The Changes for a Better Life and a Good Community in 21
st
 Century Education : A Study of the ◆ 

Sunday School at Saint John’s University, Thailand

days of social disturbance and economic change by sending them off to the factories. 

Therefore, the factories employed adult men and women, then children over 7 years old 

for cheaper labor. This often resulted in men starved of employment, which resulted in 

their turning to crime for bread. In England in the 18th century, there was no middle 

class, but only the upper and the lower class crowds. The former hated the latter, treated 

them as inferior beings, and regarded them as “one of the necessary evils of the time” 

(Hayes, 1930). Illiteracy was common. It was difficult to find a poor man who could 

read. Ignorance and vice abounded among the lower classes in the cities and towns. 

People suffered from lotteries, steal, and robberies, there were little or no counteragents 

to overwhelm such ignorance and immorality.

 The church as a religious institution was no different from society; because of it 

did not welcome the masses. Hayes (1930) stated that the ministry and religious people 

of his day deliberately shunned the vulgar, as they called the masses, and were cordially 

disliked and avoided by the people in consequence. Therefore, Sunday for the masses 

was a day of rioting and drunkenness, or blood-sports such as cock-fighting, bull-fighting 

and bull-baiting. 

 There was no school for the majority of the migrants, nor was there any opportunity 

for them to go to church, or for the proper catechizing of the children. Another factor 

that contributed to the lack of a cohesive moral code was the prevailing pew rent system 

of financing the churches. There was spiritual exhaustion, frustration and loss of faith for 

many (Cliff, 1986). By absent clergy and non-reading parents, the duty of teaching and 

hearing the catechism had almost lapsed at this time. The Bible was a neglected book.

 With rapid population growth there was socialization “anomie”, normlessness. 

According Cliff and Philip B. Cliff (1986), revealed that it was a life with no clear goals, 

few models, or significant others. In the changing world of increasing families, moving 

families, changing expectations of society, parents could not be what Elkin calls

“significant other” because they did not know themselves how to behave” (Cliff, 

1986). As a direct result in urbanization and industrial revolution, there were severe 

changes not only in family, but also in the church and society as a whole. With mass 

migration to cities, there was trauma in the entire society. The Sunday school movement 
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was indeed a response to the call from the traumatized society of the time.

 The purpose of Sunday school was clearly “religious education”, combining 

“religion” and “education” with two fold purposes: one to teach, then the other to nurture 

in Christian religion. Hence, in all forms of schooling the teaching of the catechism was

a “must”. There was no reform without religion. They believed that sound child training 

was fundamentally associated with sound religious training (Cliff, 1986). Education

was not separated from religious parts of teaching and modeling. Raikes stated in the 

Gloucester Journal that religion must wait on improved education among the masses

before we shall be able to make much advance: but religion and education may go

together (Hayes, 1930).

 The Sunday school was organized from a philanthropic, Christian religious spirit.

It was in the spirit of thinking about future generations, future society and future individual 

beings. It was education for social reform, civilizing, domesticating, improving and

uplifting the masses especially the lower poor classes. The Sunday school was the spirit of 

thinking about, caring for and loving individual, neglected poor children, especially those 

who migrated from rural to urban areas. It was education for leveling up those children. 

It was education for those children in the knowledge of God (Wilbur, 1971). It was 

education for morality by teaching Scriptures concerning morality. It was education for 

teaching religious practice. Education and religion were not separated, but worked as

one.

 3.2 Saint John’s Sunday School 

 The Saint John’s Sunday school is a school founded by the College of Philosophy 

and Education at the Saint John’s University. The school was established in the academic 

year 2017 (Thai year 2560) for young students in the surrounding community where 

located in the same area in Saint John’s University, Ladprao Road, Chomphon, Chatuchak, 

Bangkok, Thailand. The school opened on June 1
st
, 2018 until on April 30

th
, 2019. 

Young students in this school do not have to pay any fees. This school has been under 

operated by the college of philosophy and education which are composed of master’s degree 

in curriculum and learning management, master’s degree in educational administration
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and leadership; doctorate’s degree in educational administration and leadership; and 

doctorate’s degree in philosophy and religion. The Saint John’s Sunday school has launched 

such teaching and learning activities by academic staffs from the college who have 

the expertise to provide education to students. Young students from this school are 28 

children who come from the construction community, aged 5-12, comprising 

four nationalities, namely Thai, Laos, Cambodian and Myanmar, with links to and integration 

of experiences for using in teaching and research. 

 The purpose of this school is to train the graduate students of the college in

the philosophy of being an educator including a volunteer mind and service learning. 

For the benefits in the future this school could have been a well-recognized around 

the world as creating a good civic and volunteer teaching method. This school has 

cooperated with and is supported from the Chatuchak Rotary club, Sutthisan Police Station, 

the Saint John’s University and JWS Company.

 The philosophy of education of Saint John’s University is “VIRTUS SOLA 

NOBILITAT” Therefore, the educational management of the College of Philosophy and 

Education has brought moral as a compass to manage the curriculum and students

learning development. Hence, all graduates of the college of philosophy and education

will be required to develop moral integrity at all levels in a concrete manner. The 

Saint John’s Sunday school is the school intended to develop students to have

the opportunity to express their love and mercy of human beings, no matter what 

language in the same world for humanitarian purposes. Whenever students in this

school have a good behavior in a moral manner, then they will be honored. All students 

in this school learn to “read, write, calculate, and love the Thai people” by a natural 

learning approach. They have some fun and happiness through telling a story, playing

via learning activities and life skills in a suitable age. The school opens every Sunday 

from 10.00 a.m. to 14.00 p.m.

 3.3 Education System in 21
st
 Century 

 In the 21
st
 century, the whole world no matter whether in the developed 

or developing countries is expected to experience rapid growth in economic, political 



116

◆ Taneenart Na soontorn Somchart Adulvajarameta Sudaporn Pongpisanu ◆

and social aspects. Many argue that these changes somehow closely related to the 

development of education. According to Alvin Toffler (1970), a famous writer said

that “the Illiterate of the 21
st
 century are not those that cannot read or write, but those 

that cannot learn, unlearn and relearn. According to him, education in this century is

more challenging and must be able to produce students who are creative, innovative

and able to solve problems and think critically and efficiently. 

 Changes to the Knowledge-economy emphasize the need for information and 

globally networked feature which is very closely related to the development of ICT.

So often it is said that any country that can conquer information technology and ICT 

network facilities is considered to have an advantage and seems to have the extra 

power. Meanwhile, countries that ignore it will be left behind in this global competition. 

According to Thomas Friedman, (2005) in his book “The World Is Flat: A Brief History 

of the Twenty -First Century” education also plays a crucial role and is key to the success 

and sustainability of the world economy in the 21
st
 century. 

 According to the UNESCO report (Report Of The International Commission

On Education For The Twenty First Century) 1996, continuing education throughout

life should be based on four pillars, namely: “Learning to know”, “Learning to do”, 

“Learning to live together” and “Learning to be”. On a basic level, education should be 

able to give a child chances to expose to a wide and varied knowledge in depth in certain 

areas. Learning to know helps someone to build a spectrum of knowledge that allows them 

to choose an appropriate field more accurately. Knowledge here also includes how to

learn, a skill that is needed to facilitate and enjoy the opportunities to learn so much

from a variety of sources. Knowledge gained should be in line with the skills to perform 

tasks based on that knowledge. Learning to do is not limited to operational or mechanical 

skills, but across the competence as the ability to deal with situations that are not

anticipated, teamwork, and adapting in different social contexts and work (UNESCO, 1996). 

 Meanwhile, a major contributor to educational innovation is the development of 

social capital and economic development. Education is also a generator triggering creativity 

and innovation that equip young people with the skills needed to compete in the job market 

and become enablers of economic development as a whole. A 21
st
 century education is 
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about giving students the skills they need to succeed in this new world, and helping them 

to grow in the confidence to practice those skills. With so much information readily available 

to them, 21
st
 century skills focus more on making sense of that information, sharing and 

using it in smart ways (The Partnership for 21
st
 Century Learning, 2018). The coalition 

P21 (Partnership for 21
st
 Century Learning) has identified four ‘Skills for Today’:

	 ■	 Creativity

	 ■	 Critical thinking

	 ■	 Communication

	 ■	 Collaboration

 These four themes are not to be understood as units or even subjects, but as themes 

that should be overlaid across all curriculum mapping and strategic planning. They should 

be part of every lesson in the same way as literacy and numeracy (The Partnership for 

21
st
 Century Learning, 2018). 

 Creativity is about thinking through information in new ways, making new 

connections and coming up with innovative solutions to problems. Critical thinking is 

about analyzing information and critiquing claims. Communication is to understand

things well enough to share them clearly with other people. Collaboration is about 

teamwork and the collective genius of a group that is more than the sum of its parts (The 

Partnership for 21
st
 Century Learning, 2018).

 There are other skills that are important, which fall within these four areas. 

Entrepreneurship can be considered a skill of its own. Inquiry and problem solving are 

keys. Emotional intelligence (EQ) is one of the most important keys to successful work 

and relationships. Education needs to be all about empowering students with transferable 

skills that will hold up to a rapidly changing world, not prescribed content that has been 

chosen for its past relevance (The Partnership for 21
st
 Century Learning, 2018).

4. Service Learning 

 4.1 Service Learning (SL) for Schools and Higher Education

 The 21
st
 Century is the time that the world has to face rapid changes and unlimited 
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information. Moreover, there are more channels to seek for knowledge foundation.

Hence, it is a must for higher education to be changed in relation to the learning 

atmosphere and ethical indoctrination to create the appropriate behavior for students that 

cannot be achieved by learning in classroom alone (Thupwong & Jaturanon, 2009).

The result of the current instruction must focus on self-study of learners by building the 

creativity, synthetically analytic thinking, communication skills (listening, writing and 

reading) and ability to work with other people such as community and society so that 

students will realize the building of citizen-ship in society and help to solve social problems 

that impacts the coexistence of people in the society (Morgan & Streb, 2001). As

lecturer’s role will be changed from one-sided teaching to exchanging knowledge with 

the students, lecturers have to adjust themselves to be counselors and providers of the

new learning style which emphasizes on activity that serves as the knowledge exchange

to build the self-study knowledge creation and integrating technology into learning 

process in order to improve the quality of higher education (Odora & Matoti, 2015).

 Service learning is a type of learning that connects to social awareness and has 

highest efficiency, because the learners get to realistically participate to use their 

experiences to serve the society. This is corresponding to Progressivism proposed by

Dewey (1938) which focuses on the process of learning by doing or gaining realistic

experiences. Thus, service learning is considered as the valuable experiences towards

social services according to the needs of community which not only is beneficial for the 

community, but also inspires and encourages the learners to serve society (Gray et al., 

1998).

 Several research studies define the SL as a teaching and learning strategy that 

attempts to integrate community service with an academic curriculum, This has become 

widespread in the United States (Learn and Serve America, 2010). In 1999, 32% of all 

public schools created service opportunities as part of their curriculum, including nearly 

half of all high schools (Skinner & Chapman, 1999). Many community colleges and 

four-year universities also offer service programs. Further exemplifying the popularity of 

service-learning, Campus Compact, created by the presidents of Brown, Georgetown,

and Stanford universities, was designed to infuse service and civic engagement into
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college academic programs. It started with just a handful of schools interested in service 

in 1987 and now boasts more than 1,100 schools (Campus Compact, 2015). SL programs 

usually have a positive influence on the community receiving services, on the educational 

institution hosting the program (through enhanced and more engaging curriculum

offerings), and, finally, on the student participants who may benefit personally,

socially, or academically (Billig, 2009 ; Conway et al., 2009).

 4.2 Service Learning Aspects and Student Outcome

 The level of SL quality performed by an institution of services can be mapped 

into several aspects as: service timeliness, service accuracy, courtesy, and hospitality in 

providing services, responsibilities related to service acceptance of students, completeness 

of supporting facilities, ease of service, variety of service model, service flexibility, 

convenience in obtaining services, and supporting other services (Prentice, & Robinson, 

2010).

 According to Bringle & Hatcher (1996), the quality of SL needs to be implemented 

in a series of integrated activities, projects, programs or curriculum courses considering 

some following characteristics: (1) Simple : the services provided are not difficult and

the procedure is not long-winded and the process is smooth, (2) Open : service delivery 

should be socialized or announced as widely as possible to the community. (3) Appropriate : 

the directions are exactly no less or more, timely or appropriate in fulfilling the

promises, (4) Complete : providing the student needs and completing service facility, 

(5) Reasonable : procedures for the provision of services are made as necessary, not 

burdening the students, (6) affordable : it should pay attention to the level of ability and 

capability of the people, (7) Safe : the service must be able to provide security and comfort 

along with legal certainty, and (8) Fair : the range of services should be sought as far as 

possible with equitable distribution and fair treatment to each student.

 Several research studies suggest that student participation in SL programs is 

associated with positive outcomes in five areas: attitudes toward self, attitudes toward 

school and learning, civic engagement, social skills, and academic achievement (Billig, 

2009 ; Conway et al., 2009). For example, SL students have demonstrated increases in 
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self-esteem and self-concept, more highly internalized moral standards, more positive 

attitudes toward school and education, greater interest in, commitment to, and sensitivity 

toward their communities and their needs, and stronger beliefs that one can make a 

difference in the world (Billig et al., 2005). SL students have also grown in various

social skills related to communication, leadership, and problem solving. Finally, SL 

can also lead to improved academic achievement (Markus et al., 1993 ; Giles & Eyler, 

1994). At the same time, findings in each of the aforementioned areas have not been 

consistent, as some researches have failed to obtain significant effects in these areas (Giles 

& Eyler, 1994 ; Eyler et al., 2001 ; Astin et al., 2006)

5. Results

 5.1 Analysis of general information from participants

 The study found that most of the volunteer teachers are female. Their average 

ages are between 40 and 60 years old. Most of the volunteer teachers work in the college 

of philosophy and education as a full-time, and they are Thai nationality. Meanwhile,

for students at the Saint John’s Sunday school, there are 28 students, (Male = 12,

Female = 16). In terms of nationality, the majority groups are from Laos 32.14%, secondly 

from Myanmar 25%, and then lastly Thai and Cambodia 21.43% respectively as shown 

on Table 1. 
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Table 1 : General Information

Gender Frequency Percent

Volunteer Teachers

 - Male 5 45.45%

 - Female 6 54.55%

Total 11 100%

Students at Saint John’s Sunday school

 - Male 12 42.86%

 - Female 16 57.14%

Total 28 100%

Students’ Nationality

 - Thai 6 21.43%

 - Laos 9 32.14%

 - Cambodia 6 21.43%

 - Myanmar 7 25.00%

Total 28 100%

 5.2 Analysis of the changes for the better life and a good community in 21
st 

Century Education

 The study found that in terms of Asian mixed cultures, all four nations in perception 

scale have got the same scale (4), they have ability to apply and adapt when joined

Sunday school classroom. In Asian languages, both Thai and Laos students have more 

ability in perception scale (4) more than students from Cambodia and Myanmar.

Meanwhile, in Asian social life style / community life style, students from Laos and 

Cambodia have ability in perception scale (4) to adapt and apply in daily life more than 

the other two nations. For volunteer mind and spiritual mind, all four nations in perception 

scale have got the same scale (4). (See Table 2)
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Table 2 : The perception of the better life and a good community

The perception of the better life and a good community

T
h
a
i

L
a
o
s

C
a
m

b
o
d
ia

M
y
a
n
m

a
r

Asian Mixed Cultures

Students in the Sunday school know the Thai way to pay the respect 

for people in different age “Wai”

4 4 4 4

Asian Languages

Students in the Sunday school learn the Asian language and English 

language via learning in their activities

4 4 3 3

Asian Social Life Style / Community Life Style

Students in the Sunday school learn the Asian social life style via 

learning and sharing through their activities and participate in their 

classroom

3 4 4 3

Volunteer mind

Students in the Sunday school learn how to give and take through 

their activities and participate with their friends and their teachers

4 4 4 4

Spiritual mind

Students in the Sunday school learn the Asian spiritual mind via the 

Buddhist special events in Thailand by joining these special event 

which organized by the host university

4 4 4 4

Remarks :

 The perception scale for the better life and a good community

 4 – they understand and know how to apply in daily life

 3 – they understand and know how to do it by themselves

 2 – they understand, but they have some questions

 1 – they do not understand. They need help

 5.3 Analysis of the 21
st
 Century Education

 The study found that four skills for today in the 21
st
 century education have been

fulfilled into the students at the Saint John’s Sunday school. 
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Table 3 : The 21
st
 Century Education (4 Skills for Today)

The 21
st
 Century Education (4 Skills for Today)

T
h
a
i

L
a
o
s

C
a
m

b
o
d
ia

M
y
a
n
m

a
r

Creativity : Thinking outside the box

Students in the Sunday school have been trained the way of thinking outside the 

box through learning by integrated arts (sculpture), music, role-playing, storytelling, 

case-study simulation and both in individual presentation and group presentation.

3 4 4 3

Critical thinking: Finding solutions to problems

Students in the Sunday school have been educated in critical thinking through

questions and answers in the classroom especially on mathematic in daily life. They 

also gave some presentation from workshop in social ethics, for example “Thai 

cave rescue team: the 12-member Wild Boars soccer team and their coach were 

brought out of the Tham Luang cave (Thai cave), near the border with Myanmar”.

3 4 3 3

Communication: Conveying ideas

Students in the Sunday school have been trained to convey ideas through body 

language and gesture at the beginning of the classroom. After that they learnt and 

applied Thai Language in daily life to communicate with friends and teachers.

Thai Laos Cambodia Myanmar

Sawadee Sum-bai-dee Jum-leab-Soew Ngạd

---

4 4 3 3

Collaboration : Working with others

Students in the Sunday school have been joined to collaboration via various 

special events in Thailand such as teacher’s day (the Wai Krua), Mother’s Day 

(the Birthday of HM the Queen in the 9th King), etc.

4 4 4 4

Remarks :

 The perception scale for the better life and a good community

 4 – they understand and know how to apply in daily life

 3 – they understand and know how to do it by themselves

 2 – they understand, but they have some questions

 1 – they do not understand. They need help
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 In creativity, most students from Laos and Cambodia in their perception scale

have four so they have ability to apply and learn via integrated arts (sculpture), music,

role-playing, storytelling, case-study simulation and both in individual presentation and 

group presentation. For critical thinking, the perception scale of Laos’ students has four

then, their ability is more than students from Thai, Cambodia and Myanmar. In 

communication, both Thai and Laos students in the perception scale have four so they 

have ability to convey their ideas to other people. Lastly, in terms of collaboration, all of the

four nationals have got the same perception scale (4). (See Table 3)

 5.4 Collaboration, Communication with Asian mixed cultures and languages 

 Figure 1 illustrates the results by observing the learning behavior of students 

in Saint John’s Sunday school by volunteer teachers, all four nationalities cooperated 

Figure 1. Collaboration, Communication with Asian mixed cultures and languages
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in various activities such as healthy sports competition between volunteer teachers and 

students activity, exchanging languages and cultures activity in classroom, removing lice 

in hair cleaning activity, and field trip learning activities.

 The results from the interview and discussion between students and volunteer 

teachers showed that, 

Volunteer teachers : Do you like to play sports?

Students : Yes we do, we like to play sports. It is very fun. We want to 

play sports with teachers and friends.

Volunteer teachers : Do you like to learn Thai, English and ASEAN languages?

Students : Yes we do, we like to talk to my friends and when we play 

with our friends we can communicate with them well. We 

want our teachers to teach us how to write our name in Thai 

language.

Volunteer teachers : Do you like to go field trip learning or visiting some places 

outside the classroom?

Students : Yes we do, we like to go outside very much. We love to ride 

the underground train. We can see new things which cannot 

be seen in our countries.

 5.5 Critical Thinking, Collaboration, Communication with Asian Social Life 

Style / Community Life Style 

 Figure 2 showed that the results conducted by observing the learning behavior

of students at Saint John’s Sunday school in interpreting the philosophy of sufficiency 

economy of King Rama IX. Students paid a great attention and focused on the King Rama 

IX theory. Most students loved to ask questions and shared their ideas with volunteer 

teachers about agriculture, especially, growing vegetables to help raise a small income 

for their families. The volunteer teachers had introduced the way to plant spring onions 

and they also gave a demonstration of planting spring onions to students. Students were 

encouraged to plant their own spring onions. All students who participated in planting 

activities were excited and concentrated.
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 The results from the students’ interviews by volunteer teachers showed that,

Volunteer teachers : Do you know why we have to grow vegetables for ourselves in 

our own space?

Students : - Help the family to earn a little money. 

- Have own vegetables without buying them. 

- Healthy, no disease. 

- Like to eat vegetables.

 5.6 Creativity, Critical Thinking, Collaboration, Communication with Asian 

Mixed Cultures, Languages, Volunteer mind, Spiritual mind

 The results from observations in student behavior at Saint John’s Sunday school 

on the subject, creativity, collaboration, critical thinking and communication showed that 

students could work as a team. Collaboration, they had cooperated in each activity that 

their volunteer teachers organized for them. In terms of creativity, this presented via the 

evidences from arts, music, drawing, painting and sculpturing as shown on Figure 3.

Figure 2. Critical Thinking, Collaboration, Communication with Asian Social Life Style / Community 

 Life Style
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 For critical thinking, students paid attention on listening which they participated

by using questions and answers on the relevant issues or when they doubted, especially, 

they shared and exchanged of their own ideas throughout in front of the classroom. 

Students in this Sunday school were brave to show off their abilities via games and activities 

as shown on Figure 3.

 Figure 3, in communication aspect, students in this Sunday school can mix 

well between body language and Thai language for their communication among mixed 

nationalities and volunteer teachers. In the opposite way, volunteer teachers, they also 

learned the ASEAN languages from their students. The communication aspect conveys 

the cultural exchanges between nations on the important religious activities and events 

such as the Wai Kru day (Teachers Day) at the Saint John’s Sunday school.

 In terms of volunteer mind and spiritual mind, the results in this study showed that 

all four nationalities at Saint John’s Sunday school were of the same religious, Buddhist. 

So that their important traditional days in the religion were similar then it was not difficult 

to mix traditional life style and cultures together.

Figure 3. Creativity, Critical Thinking, Collaboration, Communication with Asian Mixed 

Cultures, Languages, Volunteer mind, Spiritual mind
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6. Discussion and Conclusion

 In summary, the Saint John’s Sunday school is embedded in a broader context

of the 21
st
 century education in terms of four Skills for Today (Creativity, Critical 

Thinking, Collaboration, Communication), into community and school processes. The 

effects of this Sunday school will be more likely to persist if learning gains are reinforced 

and supported by volunteer teachers from Saint John’s University, community, families 

and school experiences after students need to move or are relocated to a new construction 

camp. 

 The findings of this study suggest various implications for mixed social aspects 

and the 21
st
 century education. The beneficent Sunday school for children can

lead to higher levels of school completion. The long-term effects have been illustrated,

in part, by the cognitive advantage, community support, family support and school

support in both intangible effects and tangible effects. The High-quality of the Saint John’s

Sunday school should be promoted. Research indicates that the lasting effects of the

Saint John’s Sunday school on educational attainment can benefit the participants and 

society, with outcomes that include long-life learning, developing the 21
st
 century

education from the root of children age. Also, there create children development from 

different nationalities.

 Findings from the present study, in conjunction with the other Sunday school 

studies, may suggest some future directions. More studies are needed to examine long-term 

effects of the Saint John’s Sunday school in terms of four Skills for Today (Creativity, 

Critical Thinking, Collaboration, Communication), into community and school processes 

and higher educational attainment, such as college attendance, volunteer teachers from 

graduate study at Saint John’s University, etc. 

 In particular, large-scale studies of the root of the Sunday school process, such 

as state-funded preschools, are needed. Finally, greater understanding of the mechanisms 

of long-term effects is needed too.
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7. Suggestions

 1. The teachers who teach at the Saint John’s Sunday school should do many 

activities.

  2. The students who study at the Saint John’s Sunday school can share their 

culture.
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