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Abstract

The objectives of this research are: 1) to study and analyze the conflicts in the
three southernmost provinces of Thailand 2) to study and analyze the reconciliation principles
based upon Buddhist and Islamic doctrines 3) to apply the postmodern philosophy and
hermeneutics for restructuring the reconciliation and restiveness solution in the three
southernmost provinces and 4) to create a new body of knowledge for reconciliation by
applying the Buddhist and Islamic hermeneutics to solve the restiveness in the three
southernmost provinces. The philosophy and religion research methodologies have been

used in this qualitative research.

The study results have shown that the Buddhist and Islamic doctrines are not
conflicting with each other. Having taken postmodern philosophy and hermeneutics,
Buddhasada Bhikkhu’s three aspirations and the theory of Ordinary and Dharmic language
to interpret such doctrines, there would be a better understanding between the religions,
and as such it could lead to collaboration to serve Gods according to one’s own religion.
The sustainable happiness would then basically occur through interfaith understanding.
Besides, hermeneutics on reconciliation, based upon Buddhism and Islam would help them
delve deeply into their understanding of their own and other religious doctrines, get rid of
religious prejudices, attachments and sectarianism. Believers of both religions could then
treat each other fairly, including the state officials and the members of public who differ
in faith, enhancing the equality for legal system and religious affairs. The devotees of both
religions would be satisfied, conciliatory and cooperative in the local development, joining
hands in anti-terrorism campaign. Local religious leaders and members of the general
public could help create better understanding among the youth, using the principles of
postmodern philosophy as the guidelines to reduce the discrimination, inculcate the love
for the locality and volunteer to safeguard it. This would render the terrorists lack the
sympathy from the masses of people, and the starting of the sustainable peace in the three

southernmost provinces.

Keywords: Hermeneutics, Reconciliation, Buddhism, Islam, Three Southernmost Provinces,
Thailand
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